
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Timothy Lewis       

Department: Political Science       Phone Number: (618) 650-3375 

E-mail Address: timlewi@siue.edu                                Campus Box: 1453 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor an additional, 

unfunded student. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [X] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [X] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
6. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes. 

 If ‘yes,’ in which course?   POLS 310 Readings in Political Science  

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? 3 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

No particular location as such, but the student will be expected to meet with me weekly in my office--RM 3216, 

Peck Hall 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
   Several institutions of higher learning have certificate and/or degree programs in LGBTQIA studies, such as the 

University of Maryland. However, most colleges and universities opt to offer courses in various areas of LGBTQIA 

studies, rather than full degree programs. This is interesting because national data from reputable research 

institutions, like the American National Election Study (ANES), General Social Survey (GSS), and Pew Research, 

all demonstrate a greater acceptance of non-heteronormative relationships. Yet, the seeming acceptance has 

translated into full certificate and degree programs similar to those of other political and social minorities, such as 

African-Americans and Black Studies programs or Women and Gender Studies programs.  

   This research attempts to specifically understand: (1) the willingness of some colleges/universities to include 

LGBTQIA programs; whereas, others opt for only sparse course selections, if any selection at all; and (2) the 

affect/attitudes of students at SIUE, particularly heteronormative students, to see value in LGBTQIA studies 

offerings, by their willingness to pursue a certificate or degree in the field. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

   Students will acts as research and data collectors in the project.  

   As researchers, students will aid in composing a comprehensive literature review of the value of minority based 

program offerings at institutions of higher learning, specifically the offering of LGBTQIA studies programs.  

   As data collectors, students will aid in composing a comprehensive listing on colleges/universities that afford 

some offering in LGBTQIA studies--standalone course, certificate, minor, or major. And, help assess what factors 

are associated with various offerings. 

 

 

 

 



URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

It is the intent of this project that students will develop a deep understanding of the literature on the value of 

minority based areas of study in higher educations. They will acquire familiarity with the literature, in general, but 

will be able to evaluate under what conditions do schools likely pursue each type of offering--standalone course, 

certificate, minor and/or major. Students will also learn fundamental concepts of social science analysis--

correlations, regressions, etc. And, students will gain a mastery of various data software, specifically Excel and 

STATA. 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

Students can work any time convenient to them, as long as they have the availability to meet with me once per week 

throughout the duration of the study/project. 

  

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

Students should have taken POLS 111 - Introduction to Political Science  

OR POLS 112 - American National Government 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

Familiarity with Excel is preferred, but not required. 

 

 


